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BRONX MAN SENTENCED TO FIVE YEARS IN PRISON FOR PUNCHING 

 NYC DOC OFFICER IN RIKERS ISLAND JAIL 

Defendant Attacked CO, Causing Spine and Hip Injuries 

 

        Bronx District Attorney Darcel D. Clark today announced that a Bronx man has been 

sentenced to five years in prison and five years of post-release supervision for assaulting a 

Correction Officer in a Rikers Island jail.  

 

         District Attorney Clark said, “The defendant, who was an inmate, approached the Correction 

Officer and refused verbal commands to step back, then repeatedly punched her until she was left 

bleeding and severely injured. If you attack a Correction Officer, we will hold you accountable. 

We had recommended a consecutive sentence but the court, over our objections, made the 

sentence concurrent to a prison term he is serving for a Manhattan case.”  

 

          District Attorney Clark said the defendant, Zaki Smith, 31, was sentenced on June 27, 2022 

to five years in prison and five years of post-release supervision by Bronx Supreme Court Justice 

Guy Mitchell. The defendant pleaded guilty to second-degree Assault on March 23, 2022. 

 

According to the investigation, at approximately 10:56 a.m., inside the Anna M. Kross 

Center, inmate Smith approached the Officer and started to threaten her. Smith refused orders by 

the Officer and continued to advance towards her. The Officer then deployed her pepper spray 

and ran towards the exit with Smith in pursuit. The Officer fell to the ground and Smith proceeded 

to get on top of her and repeatedly struck her in the head with closed fists. 

 

          As a result of the defendant’s actions, the Officer suffered several lacerations to the 

forehead, which required stiches, as well as a swollen nose and swollen eye sockets, a herniated 

disc and a tear in her hip. She suffered mental anguish as well and is in physical therapy for her 

injuries. Body camera footage captured the brutal attack as well as the threats made by the inmate 

to the officer’s life.  
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The case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Nadia Alirahi of the Rikers Island 

Prosecution Bureau, under the supervision of Frank Alberts, Chief of the Rikers Island 

Prosecution Bureau, and under the overall supervision of Denise Kodjo, Deputy Chief of 

Investigations, and Wanda Perez-Maldonado, Chief of Investigations. 

 

District Attorney Clark thanked Case Discovery Analyst Jordy Burgos, Trial Prep Assistant 

Roderick Kelly, Bronx District Attorney’s Office Department of Corrections Liaison Investigator 

Walter Holmes. 

 

District Attorney Clark thanked Correction Intelligence Bureau Investigator Daniel 

Monaco for his assistance in the case. 

 

## 

http://www.bronxda.nyc.gov/
file://///bronxda.nycnet/shares/UNITS/PUBLIC-INFORMATION/Public-Information/2016/www.facebook.com/BronxDistrictAttorney
file://///bronxda.nycnet/shares/UNITS/PUBLIC-INFORMATION/Public-Information/2016/www.twitter.com/BronxDAClark

